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TO THE 


Righr Honourable 
S” Roberc Clayton» 
LORD-MAYOR 


THEY 


City of London. 


My Lord, 
HE Publiſhing this Sermon, was no caſte part * 


dit 


of my Obedience to your Lordſhips Commands, 
and to the defures of the Court of Aldermen : 
for Thave no reaſon to expeFF it ſhould be H favourably 
received , when 1t 1s brought under the Eyes and Cen: - 
ſures of the World, as when it was firſt delivered. Since 
the good temper the Auditory was in , upon the remem: 
brance of that great Conflagration , made it paſs more 
acceptably at firſt hearing , than is to be hoped for upon a 
ſtrifex . 
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ſtrifter review of it., , And ſome Perſons of high Worth 
and Eminence , have been of late, treated ſo unſuitably, 
either to their Merit -, or their deſigns in 'what they 
Preached, that it may juſtly give ſuch -a one as TI am, 
apprehenſions of ill uſage, for touching our ſores, which 
are fo'tender, that. fome cannot bear te handling them in 


the ſofceſt manner. 


But havmg obſerved that what - I ſaid on theſe 
leads, was not unacceptable to your Lordſhip , who 
are ſo zreat a Judge ; I do the more freely adventure 
making it«publick. Since the Juſtice, Prudence, an 
Moderation of your Government-,”has given your Lord: 
ſhip fo great an Intereſt vithe eſteem and affefAions, not 
only of this great City, but of the wl ole Nation ; that 
as thoſe who are to ſucceed you in that high Truſt , 
will be valued and loved , as they follow: the Pattern 
you have ſet them ; fo there are few things that can re: 
commend ſuch a Diſcourſe, more , than that Tmay, by 
your Lordſhips permiſsion , ſay , it was approved of by 
one of ſo great an underſtanding , and ſo excellent a 
temper, as yours is [generally known to be. | 

God grant this may have ſome good effctt on thoſe that 
heard it, or may read it, and that the ſad proſpect now 
brfore us, may by the mercy of God, upon our unfeion- 
ed Repentance, be changed uito a ſerene and happy 

calm : 


PI 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


calm : wherein that your Lordſhip may be a great 
Inſtrument , both in this City , and in the publick 
Councils of the Kmgdom, is the Earneſt Prayer of 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt bumble, and 
moſt Obedient Servant, 


G. BURNET. 
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Amos, chap. 4. verſ. 11, 12. 


I have overthrown ſome of you , as God overthrew 

q Sodom and Gomorrha ; and ye were as a. Fire: 

: brand, pluck'd ont of the Burning : It tave ye 
not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord. 


Therefore ihus will I d3 unto thee, O Iſrael : And 
becauſe I will 7 this linto thee, prepare to meet thy 
God, 0 lrael. 


H E' remembrance of that diſmal Day , which, 
brings us now together, grows too ſoon ſtale. 
and cold; and perhaps paſſes rather as a dole- 
ful Tale, that weareto hand down to the next 

Age, than as a Subject by which our Repentance and 

Humiliation are wrought on. We rather glory in our 

Wealth, and the great Sp!endor of London 6. ar 4 than 

arc humbled, when we remember how ſhe was laid in 

Aſhes. The Largeneſs and Evennels of the Streets, the 

Regularity and Beauty of the Houſes, the Magnificence 

of rhe Churches, Halls, Gates, the Exchange, the Canal, 

the Monument, with the other Glories of the City, do 
perhaps ſo much amuſe us ; that, ſecing now no other 

Marks, by which wecan knuw what Places were burnt, 


and what eſcaped that ſpreading and devouring Flame, 
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but the Meanneſs of the one, compared tothe Pom? of 
the other, we are apt to think, Why ſhould ſo diſaſtrous 
a Day be had in ſuch conſtant remembrance?which might 
be more ſuitable when the Wound was green, the Aſhes 
and Rubbiſh were not removed, when the Impreſſion was 
deep,and Men were more ſenſible of their Loſſes, which in 
a Succeſſion of fourteen vears, they have either digelted, 
or being quite broken by them , have made way tor new 
Inhabitants, that had no ſhare of the former Calamity. 
But now it may ſeem too long, to perpetuate the Memory 
of theſe black Dayes, and bright Nights, that ſo many of 
vou looked on then with amazement , and muſt ſtill re- 
fic& on with horror. 

Yetif we conſider, that, how inſtrumental ſoever the 
Hand of Hell was in it, certainly the Hand, or rather the 
Breath of Heaven was viſible, both in ſpreading it over ſo 
many Regions of this populous City, and in ſtopping it 
of a ſudden,whecn the Fire had executed its Commuilſion ; 
we cannot but think it fit, after ſo long an Interval, ſtill to 
remember what may be ſuppoſed to have beenthe procu- 
ring Cauſes of ſuch an unheard-of Burning, which ſeems 
ſince, by a ſort of Contagion, to have ſpread ito many 
other Cities of the Nation: An whereas in former times,a 
[ire that carried away a few Houlcs was thought diſmal ; 
row except it burn down whole Towns, or Streets at 
leaſt, we think it gentle and merciful. If weallo refle& 
upon the Time when 1t broke our, that it followed a long 
and an unhappy War, anda raging Peſtilexice, our Miſe- 
ries returning ſo thick upon us, as Job's Meſſengers did ; 
all theſe things concurring with the ſad and gloomy Pro- 
{pect now betore us, 1t zs ſurely meet to be ſaid unto God, 
I have born Chaſtiſcoment, IT will not offend any more ; if I 
have done Iniquity, I will co ſo a0 more. And joining that 
we have ſeen and felt, with that which is almoſt all viſibly 
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before us, we muſt conclude, it is fit toturn to Him,who 
did ſome years ago afflict us lo ſeverely, but has fince gi- 
ven us along Interval oi: Peace and Plenty, and ſeems 
now to be bending his Bom, whe ttin? his 9ord, and prepa- 71. 9.1214 
rins azainſt us the Inflrumcots of War. 

The words in the Text, pronounced upon the like 
occalion, ofter to us, both rhe Reflection on what is palt, 
the Conſideration of what is prelent , and the Profpe&t 
of what we may look for. Ot which ſhall tirft ſpeak 
a little in General, betore I apply them. 


This Prophecy was given in Commithon to 4»205,0ne 
of the Herdlinen of 7 «<&9z, a Towndiltant twelve Miles 
from Terſi/-, and fix from Beth! hem ; fo that he lived 
in the Tribe of J:4, tho? he was ſent to the Ten Tribes, 
that ſtill continued in the Idolatry of Jeroboam. Feb: 
having rooted out the $4912 Idolatry of the Baalim, 
he and his Family, as a Blefling, even upon that imper- 
feX Reformation, reigned over theſe Tribes 104 Years; 
but the Period of ic was now near an «nd, and with ir, 
of the Peace and Liberty of that Kingdom : For Jero- Compare 
boaw's Son, Zacharias, reigned only ſix Months ; and his = ag 
\ . 12.1, 1%» 
Murderer, Shall-7a, but one Month. AMenxhem , who & [4+ 22, 
conſpired againſt him,reigned.ten Years ; yet againſt him 
came up the King of Afſ»ria, the conquerin2 Empire 
of that Age; andtho* Aczahem redeemed his preſent 
Quiet, by the Tribute of a Thouſand Talents, that pro- 
cured them only a whules re{pite. His Son, | Pekahiah , 2 Kirg: 15-15. 
being a wicked Prince, Pe#.h conlpired againſt him, and 
Killed him, in the ſecond Year of his Reign. Then Tie- : t742.15. 25. 
lath-Pil:fer, another Aſſyria» King, came; and perhaps 
pretended to revenge the Neath of Mech their Allie's 
Son, and carried away molt of the Land of Gal/ee into 
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Captivity. And the total Captivity of theſe Tribes fol- 


2 King. 17.5. lowed under their next King. Sothat fromthe Days of 
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this Prophecy, what by the Revolutions of Government 
at home, what by the Impre Tons the proud A/]yrizns 
made on them, they had a Succeſſion of grievouFCalami- 
ties, which ended in the total Subverſion of that State, 
And they were ſo diſperled in their Captivity, that except 
ſome Straglers that might have returned with Aprobabel, 
they were never again gathered toget'er ; 1 that it is 
now only matter of conjeture what is become of them. 

Amos was one of the laſt Meſlengers, that was ſent to 
invite them to Repentance. God had before ſpoken to 
them inthe diſmal Language of his Judgments, by Fa- 
mine, by the blaſting of their Harvelt, and binding up 
the Clouds, that it did not rain ; by ſuch Mildew, and 
Vermine, as had conſumed all their Fruits, their Vines, 
Olives, and Figs; by War, and the Plague, toſuch a 
degree that their Dead were not buried, but lay in the 
Fields, to infeft the Air, and to offend the Living. The 
Stink of your Camps cam? into your Noſtrils, Which are 
all mentioned in the Verſes before my Text. And final 
ly, that ſome of their Cities had been burnt down by 
the Hand of Heaven. Two years after this another Ca- 
lamity came on them, from fuch an Earthquake, menti- 
oned by Zechariah, that the People, terrified with it, 
thought. of flying out of the Land ; for this Time being 
contemporary to that of Vzz/44, the Earthquake there 
mentioned, whigh became a Proverb , ſeems tobe the 
ſame ſpoken of in the firſt Verſe of this Prophecy. Sothat 
this honeſt Shepherd was called fron his Flocks, to ſee, if 
the Sicoplicity and Plainneſs of the Man, and of his Stile, 
which 1s the loweſt of any of all the Prophets, could 
be a Mean to awaken themout of their Impieties, 
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1] he Sins he accuſes them moſt for, were their Irreligior, 
deſiring to ſtop the Mouths of the Prophets, ſaying, 
Propheſie net. And tho? they obſerved the Returns of their ©3214 
Feſtivities, their New-Moons, and Sabbath-Days ; yet 
they were weary of them , obſerving them only for 
Forws ſake, and longed to have them over. He alſo ®** 5 
charges them ſor their Lyx#ry : They had rebuilt their 
burnt 2nd waſted Cities with hewen Stone, and had 
planted pleaſant Vineyards and Olive-y: res; they drank + 5+ 21+ 
Winein Powls,ſometh'ng like Healths now a-days ; the 
anointed themſelves with rich Ointment, had their Beds ©-7-5:4-5.% - 
of Ivory, and rich Couches abcut their Tables, feaſted 
high and had excellent Muſick at their Entertainments, 
were guilty of great Iniquity and Oppreſion, ſo thar 
there was no Truth ror Juſtice among them. And they 
were become ſo bare-faced and Town, 4 in their Vices, #57: 
that good and prudent men thought fit to keep ſilence in 
that 1 ime, becarſe it wiz an evil Time. For all theſe Rea- © 553 
ſons the Prophers threaten them with a Captivity, and 
cther ſevere ſudgments ; and that becauſe God had known 9? 3-% 
then: only of all the Families of the Earth, therefore he world 
puniſh them for their Iniquitice, 

In the Words I have read, he ſays, I have overthrown you 
( /ome isnot inthe Hebrew) xs God did Sodom and Go- 
morrha. As, does not import in the Scripture-Phraſe 
an exatt reſemblance, but only ſome <imilitude in genera]. 
So that it does nor neceſſarily import, that Fire came. 
down from Heaven on them, but that they were over. 
thrown torally, perhaps by Fire, Thundring or Light- 
ning. The Chaldre Pharaphraſt underſtopd it more gene- 
rally and rendred it thus : The Word of the Lord abhor- 
red them, as he 41d Sodom and Gomorrha. 

Tou were as 4 1ebrand pluck'd out of' the Burning. A 
proverbial Form of Spcech, either expreFing the great 

Danger 
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Danger they had run, with the extraordinary Delive- 
rance they had mer with, God reſcuing them ona fſud- 
den ; as alſo the deſpicableneſs of their preſent Conditi- 
on, ſince nothing looks worſe than a Firebrand ſnatch'd 
out of the Fire, 

Tet hve you not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord, They 
continued in their Impieties, and irreligious Worſhip, in 
cheir Separation from their right way of worſhipping 
God at Jeryſalem, in their Luxury, Senſuality, and In- 
juſtice : and all the Judgments they had felt, which per- 
haps might havea little awakened them, when they lay 
under them, had not any ſuch efteRt, as to turn their 
Hearts or tochange the Courle of their Lives, 

Therefore thus will I do nnto thee, O Iſrael; and becauſe 
I will do thus unto thee, Thus, may cither relate to the 
former Judgments, as it they were to be repeated upon 
them ; or to what follows of the Captivity t':reatned in 
the beginning ofthe next Chapter, The Virgin of 1/rael 
beins fallen, and not able to riſe; Ten being lett of an 
Hundred, and an Hundred of a Thouſand. 

Prepare thee to meet thy God, O Iſral, This is either 
an Ironical 4larm to them, to ſec what they could doto 
refiſt that God, the God of Hoſts, that formed the 
Mountains, created the Wind, knew the Secret of Mens 
Hearts , could bring darkneſs on the Earth in a bright 
Sunſhine , and tread upon the high Places of the Earth, 
the great Powers and mighty Empires, at his Pleaſure : 
they were to try how th-y were able to refiit his Thun- 
ders, to bind upthe Clouds, or the Winds of Heaven 
or to diſperſe thoſe Armies that he was to ſend againl 
them ; whom he would inſpire with great Courage, when 
they ſhould be ſtruck with pannick Fear, and ſuch ſor- 
row and dcje*iion of Mind, that all their Songs ſhould 
Le turn2dro Lamentations. Or th:is, Prepare thee toner 

th 
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thy God, is an Invitation to Repentance, as that which 
could only avert thoſe Judgements that were ready to 
break forth on them, and diflipate the Clouds ; fo that 
inſtead of the Storms they had reaſon to look for, they 
might be bleſs'd with a ſerene Calm, and entire Peace, 
upon their returning to God, 


Having thus opened the Scope and Intention of the 
Prophet. in the Text, I ſhall now ſpeak to theſe four 
Particulars. 


I. When we have met with Judgements,ſfignal, both in 
their kind, and in the deliverance out of them, we 
ought to remember God's hand in them, and to con- 


ſider, for what ends he both laid them on, and took 
them oft, 


IT. We ought to conſider, what eFet&t theſe have had 


onus? Whether they have made us turn to God, 
or not ? 


IT. Weare to conſider, how much ſeverer Judgements 
we may reaſonably look for, if thoſe that have al- 


ready come upon us , have not prevailed to make 
us return to God. 


IV. Upon all this, we ought to look unto God, and 
to endeavour to prevent that which we cannot 
otherwiſe avoid or relilt , by an unfeigned Repen- 
rance, 


For the Firlt of theſe : If we believe, that the World. 
5 governed by a Supream Providence, we mult conclude, 
that more. aſtoniſhing and extraordinary Events, not 


only 
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only fall not ot: by chance, but-are direted. for ſone 
great ends, proportioned to ſich means, If cither an 
Accident, or a Co nbination of curſed Men , firlt kind- 
led this Fire, yet the Wind that waited on it, and droye 
it forward with ſuch violence, that neither the many 
Hands that were employed to quench it, the Neighbour. 
h50d of ſo much Water, the Engines uſed, and all the 
other Mcans that co iId be thought on, were efectualto 
ſtop its Rage, till it had done its Work, was a m :nifelt 
Indication of the Hand of God in it. And how much foever 
Mens thoughts may be now blunted on this SubjeQ, yet 
then, as IT have underſtood from thoſe that ſaw it, there 
were few that look*d on, that ſezmed not touched with 
the aparehenſions of God's diſpleaſure. Many that were 
not immediately concern:d in it , yet {mote on their 
Breaſts, and ſaid, 7's is of Gol, bet us retura to Him, 

I ſhall not enlarge on the Deſcript.on of it, or of the 
uncxpeted ſtopping of it in many places, even in the 
midſt of very combultible Matter ; ſo that the quench 
ing of it had almoſt as manifeſt Charatters of a Divine 
Appointment on it, as the Conflagration it ſelf. It would 
vcry ill become one that ſaw it not , to ſpend much Dil- 
courſe abour it to thoſe that ſaw it, and as it isto be pre- 
{umed, will never forget it, but will tell it tothe ſac- 
ceeding Age; as God commanded the J/7ae/it-s to con- 
vey down to Poſlterity, the remembrance of the Captivity 
they had groaned under 11 E2zp7, with the {ignal De't- 
verance out of it : for things of ſo extraordinary a na- 
ture ought never to be forgotten. 

I know it is not fit, upon every <alamity toenter into 
the Secrets of God's Providence, nor to determine what 
were, and were not the procuring Caules : or what were 
the more principal ones. In theſe Caſes men of ſeveral 
Partics, have alwayes found out ſomewhat in which they 
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thought themſelves leaſt concerned, and have been wil- 
ling to load that with the whole burthen of God's Indig- 
nation ; and ſo upon this occaſion, Men have not been 
wanting toaſlion ſuch Cauſes, as might make thoſe from 
whom they dittered more hatctul. But who has faid, 
What have I done? And indeed, tho? we may err infay- 
ing, onething morethan another drew down this Judge- 
ment on us, and in the enumeration of the Caulſcs of it, 
may fail inthe Account ; yet it is certain, that when we 
lay them all together , and more particularly reflect on 
ſuch of them, wherein we find our ſ{clves moſt concer- 
ned, we are inthe readielt wayto prevent the like, or hea- 
vicr Judgments,ftrom coming on us for the future. It were 
allo a vain and bold Preſumption in any, to enquire into 
this Secret, Why this City more than others,or theſe parts 
of it more than others, were burnt down? Our Saviour, 
by his Anlwer upon the like occalion, concerning thoſe 
whole blood Pate mixed with their Sacrifices, or thoſe 
on whom the Tower of $7/04h fell, takes all Men of 
trom ſuch Curiolities, ſuggeſting to them a more profi- 


table Meditation : I tell your, Nay p bit eXCOpE ye repent, ye Lube 13. LA 


(ball all likewiſe p.riſh. In general, we are certain that 
God afflictts us not willingly ; and ſo, without a more 
particular enquiry , we may conclude, that there were 
great reaſon tor this awakemng Diſpenſation. And there- 
torc,inſtead of looking backward 2ny longer, I now pro- 
cced tothe Second Point, to examine, What effects this or 
thelike Providences have produced upon us? And whe- 
ther we have returned to : I ord, or not ? 

I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe ro thoſe three Heads, on 
which the Prophet tounds his Charge, Irre/rg7o», Luxury, 
and Upriehteonſarfſs; and ſhall deſire you to bear wich 
the Plainneis, which becomes ſuch a Subject, and ſuch an 
Occ:ſion. I cannot ſay upon the firſt Head, of Relioion 
that the chicf part of the Prophet's Accuſation concerns 

us 
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ns: ſor the Sins of Daz and Bethel do not belong unto us; 
we have not fet up a new Way of Religion , different - 
from that appointed by God ; we have not been guilty of 
any open Rr , in worſhipping the Works of Mens 
hands, or of making any reſemblance of that inviſible 
Being, whom we adore. But in the Head of Religion, I 
ſhall name other things, wherein we have been as far 
from returning to God, as the Ten Tribes were. 

Firſt , They minded nothing but the external Page- 
antry, the Muſick , and other outward Performances, 
and were weary oftcn of theſe, ſo that their ſolemn Days 
were Abominations to God. And now , if we look 
among our ſelves, tho* there may be perhaps more Care 
inthis great City, than in any of the World, about the 
decent Obſervation of the Sabbath ; rhis is the Magit- 
ſtrates Glory, who do ſo carefully reſtrain the Violation 
of that holy Time; yet many of thoſe, who in compliance 
with Cuſtom go to Church, do it mecrly for Form. But if 
we examine what theſe Aſſemblies amount to, for the 

reateſt part, we cannot think but God abhorrs and de- 
Files them. Many go tothem only for Cuſtom ; others, 
ro ſhew their v..in Apparel , and dreſs themſelves with 
{uch gawdy Pomp, as if it were a Play, rather than the 
Worthip of Cod, they went to bear a ſhare in. I ſpeak 
not againſt modeſt Deceacy and Cleanneſs; but the vanity 
of many Peoples Dreſs is no ſmall Scandal to our Chur- 
ches, who not only gratifie their own Pride, but do all 
they can to diſtract and tempt others. 

In the Worſhip of God, how little ſerious are we in all 
the parts of it? We confels our Sins without Contrition, we 
pray without Devotion, we praiſe God without AﬀeRi- 
on, we hear the Scriptures without Faith: Soin a word, 
all is but Form, and even of that we grow ſoon weary. 
Any Excuſe ſerves us, either to be abſent, or to come 
late. The too viſible coldneſs of moſt Peoples behaviour 


ſhew, 
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ſhew, their Hearts join not with their Bodies or their Lips 
in the Worſhip of God, For Sermons, they are hearkened 
to, as other Diſcourſes are , which we either cenſure or 


commend, as we {ce cauſe, or perhaps ſleepall the while : 


But if we do mind them , it is for moſt part rather to fur- 


-niſh our ſelves with ſome Notion, to maintain Diſcourſe, 


and to grati'e our Vanity, than to be truly edihed by 


them. And what we hear that more immediately concerns 


our ſelves, we put oF, perhaps, with a {light Groan, and 
may be ſay within our ſelves, God be #2 'rciful to res , we are 


all Sinners, Do we think God is pleaſed or can be de- 


lighted with fuch Aſſemblies ? 

For the two Sacraments, the Devotion of the one is 
almoſt quite gone, it becomes a matter of Entertainment, 
and 1s uſed as a Ceremony that brings much Coſt with it ; 
the Sponſors conſidering more the Fees they are to give, 
thanthe Vows they make; and theſe ' being ſo flightly 
made, no wonder they are ſlightly performed, lr is true, 
the other Sacrament is kept up with a little more {eriouſ- 
neſs, ſor.e more Preparation and Devotion, but becauſe 
People are a little apprehenſive of this, many take the 
beſt courle they can to cale themſelves of it, and do nor 


Tcceive in many years, unlets the Law of the Land make 


it necelſary, which is by too many more conſidered than 


the Laws of Chriſt in his holy Goſpel. If we ſim all theſe 


together, and reflect on rhe Coldnels and Deadnefs we 
are all guilty of, in our Religion and religious Worſhip, 
can we think that we have yet returned to the Lord? 
Can ſuch 2 dead lifeleſs way of {erving him, be accepta- 
ble to him, that knows how tar our Hearts are from him, 
when we draw near to him with our Lips? Can he take 
pleaſure in theſe Aſſemblies, which as all Forms mult be, 
that are not enlivened by an internal Devotion , grow 


| burdenſom to our ſelves; and areonly kept upas a Com- 
' x liance, either to Cuſtom,or ſome Remainder of a natural! 


C 2 Religion, 
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A SERMON  Preached 


Religion,tht we have not been able to extinguiſh quite in 
our Conſciences,after many Attempts made to ſear them, 

But to all this it may be oppoled, Are not we zealous 
for the Reformation ? Sure all this Heat and Flame muſt 
riſe from true Religion? Ideny not, but this great City 
has been on all occalions very forward in expre!Jing their 
Zeal for the Reformation ; but even upon this Head, 
God has not a few things to charge us with. St. Pau! 
tells us of a Zeal of a far higher Strain, thanTI am afraid 


1 Cer.13. 2. Oursriles to, even of g/vin2 ones Body to be burnt ; which 
. yet would yer nothing, if it lowed not from true Cha- 


rity. Soifour Heatabour Religion riſe not from a true 
and internal Love to it, God may make 1t uſeful to others, 
but it ſhall avail us notl4ng. The Corruptions of true 
Religion, inall Times, have riſen from this, 1 hat thoſe 
who would not ſubmit to the neceſſary, but hard and 
diFculrt parts of it, have ſtudied to cheat themſelves, and 
if they could, to bribe God, by ſetting up in room of 
theſe, ſome more calie and pompous things, which their 
Circumſtances qualifted them tor, and they have ſpent 
much of their Wealth and Heat upon theſe. Some have 
adorned Churches, and adulterated ſeveral parts of Re- 
ligion, by the Splendor they have added to them : Some 
have been very cxact in external Performances; others 
have taken pleaſure even in rigors on themſelves ; and 
others have bcen active and zealous in that Cauſe, which 
they took to be the Cauſe of God. According to the 
difference of Mens Conſtitutions, fo they have choſen va- 
rious Wayes, that did moſt ſute with their Tempers, and 
by a great Zeal about theſe, have pacihed thoſe Clamors, 
which ctherwiſe are apt to ariſe in a guilty Conſcience. 
The Sanguine love Pageantry ; the Flegmatick, the dull 
return of rheir Forms ; the Melancholy affect Severities ; 
and the Cholerick are pecviſhand paſſionate, and think 
thoſe Heats that are natural to them, are Sacrifices of 
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great value with GoJ, . But will he accept of theſe from 
luch defiled hands ? ; | 

I know, thoſe that are inwardly poſſeſſed with the Love 
of God and their Neighbour, and have a jult ſenſe of the 
Love their Pedeemer hath ſhewed them, muſt have a 
very lively concern in thoſe thingsthat relate to his Glory, 
and the Salvation of our Souls. ' But if we only put on a 
heat, and counterfeit a Zeal, where there 1s no good 
Principle under it, this is but to mock God, and think to 
pay him with falſe Coin, becaule it has the ſuperſcription 
of the true. If our Zeal is only Paſſion or Faction, then 
to offer this up to God, is to bring wild-Fire, and kindle 
it on his Altar. | 

There are two ſad Indications, that declare the Zeal of 
the greateſt part isno better : The one is, that the reſt 
of their Lives are not of a piece with their Zeal. It is 
an impudent thing for any to pretend, that he is concern 


ed that others ſhould glorify God, when he is f6 ready to 


diſhonour him himſelt ; or that the ſincere Belief, or pure 
Way of Worſhip, may be preſerved, when he ſo cares, 


as itheneither Felieved in his Heart, nor worſhipped * 


God in his Spirit. God 1s not mocked, but diſcerns 
through all our Diſguiſes, the ſecret Thoughts and In- 
tents of our Hearts. I ſpeak not this to cool or leſſen 
your Zeal for the Reformation, bur to dire it aright , 
that it being fixed on a better Principle than either Paſſion 
or Intereſt,may have a deeper root,and a ſtronger operati- 
on, may be more acceptable with God,and more effetu- 
al by his Bleſſing : which cannot be expeCted to hypocri- 
tical Pretences, or at beſt, the Fermentation of Revenge 

or Intereſt, | | 
Another ſad Symptom, that ſhews our Zeal about Re- 
ligion is not what it ought to be, appears in theſe unna- 
tural Heats, that grow every day among our ſelves, for 
things,. of which, to ſpeak modeſtly, a Man muſt ſay, 
they. 
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they deſerve not that warmth which we beſtow on them, 

If a Man is o far free from the Contagion which moſt 

are infeted with, by being of a Party, as toconlider 

the things themſelves, he cannot but ſtand amazed, to 

ſce Men, who agree 1n all the Subſtantials of Religion, 

quarrel ſo violently about ſome external and lefs impor- 

, tant Vatters, when the Enemy is at the Gates, It was 
one of the cleareſt I*cmonſtrations of the Wrath of Cod 

on Jernſ:h:m, that during their laſt Siege, the Fattious 

were ſo high within, - that as they had any reſpite 

from the Enemy without, they were deſtroying one 

another. They would not know the things that belong- 

cd to their | eacein time,and fo they were hid from their 

Eyes in theday of their Viſitation, When the {frica 
Churches were ready to be devoured by the /"az:a/s,who 

beſides the Barbarity of their Tempers, wee Arrians by 

their Religion ; The Schiſm -of the Dowat//ts did fo rage, 

Li), 1:51 and was managed with ſuch heat, too much of both 
lik. a+ 7; S1des, as St, Auſtin laments, that it wasa maniteſt ſign 
til. c.49, 50. Of their approaching Ruine ;; yet that holy Tacher, with 
the other Biſhops ot that time , made grezt Offers tor 
comprenending the Doxatifts within the Unity of the 

Church ; one was, to take them into a ſhare of their 

Functions, and that the Surviver ſhould be the ſo'e Pa. 

Foiſt.So, ſtor. But ſecular Mcenenflamed the UI iftercnces, and the 

—_— . Governors puniſhed the Doxari/?s fo ſeverely, that St. 

; Arſtia wrete often tothem, to ſtop theſe violent Proceed- 

ings. But that holv minded, while Hippo was belieged, 

and the Propof theſe Churches being removed, they ſoon 

became a Prey to thcir cruel Enemies, who brought them 
all under a moit terrib'eand uniiſtinguiſh'd Perſecution, 

_ When the Mahomertan Iinpiety, and Sara:ca Empire, 

was ſpreading in the Eaſt, the Greek Empire fe!l 

into ſuch Diviſions and' Animoſities about the will of 

Chii!t, and the Ole of Images, thatdis;oynted them one 
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N, from another, and madeway for the growth of Mahome. 
lt tani/nmShall we follow theſe Paterns ſo carefully,as it we 
e were afraid to mils ſuch Calamities as fell on them ? Are 
to welſolittle ſenſible of the Advantages we give our Ene- 
n, mies, and the weakning we bring upon our ſelves, by 
OL- {uch ſealoufies af Heartburnings? St. Pal, when the 
"as Corinthians following their juſt Law-Suites before Unbe- 
od lievers, brought thereby a Scandal on Chriſtianity , 
Jus charged them rather to ſuffer W, ronz, than that a Brother , (. 6, 5, 6. 
Ire ſbould go to Lavwith a Brother, If fuchthings, which had 
one a foundation in Juſtice and Property, were to be forborn . 
ng- for their Indecency ; O how much more reaſonab'e is it 
1etr now for thoſe who publiſh the glad Tidings of Peace , 
1c47 to lift up their Voices as a age nw. to lound a Retreat 
vho from this ungodly War in our Church, and to call Men 
s by oF from their unſeaſonable Heats, to a greater Calm 
age, and Temper , when the Effects of them are like to be ſo 
Dot! fatal. 

fign It has been the Device of the Church of Rome, both 
with to keep Unity within her ſelf, and to foment Differences 
s fol among others, ever ſince the Reformation, They have 
f the Differences among them of a far higher nature than an 
their wehave among us. The moſt material DiFerences in 
> Pa. | Matters of Doctrine, that have raiſed the greateſt Ani- 
d the moſities in this Iſland, hive been about the Nature of 
at St. Divine Grace, and the Order of the Decrees of God : 
xceed- but thoſe have been carried as high, if not higher, in 
cged, the Church of Roxz2. I need not mention the many 
/ foon Diferences among the ſeveral Families of the Schoole- ' 
them men, who have invented various Explanations of almoſt 
tion, 


all the Myſterics of their Religion, and have defended 
mpire, their Sentiments with as little Modeſty of Language, as 


e fel many of our Writers do ; yet all this has not broken 

will of their Church. In that which is to them the fundamental 

em one Point of their Religion, where the ſupreme Pover of judg- 
fro” | 
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ins Controverſies infallibly is lodged ; tho? they all agree a- 
gainſt us, that there muſt be a living infallible Judge, yet 
they do not agree 1 whom this Power is placed. Many 
{ct up rhe Pope ; others are fo aſhamed ot this, that they 
are for the Council, without the Pope ; and others chule a 
middle way,and are for aſcribing it to the Pope and Coun- 
cil tozerier : nd yet if the Concil has either the Intal- 
libility entir-ly, or has any ſhare in it, fo that it is no 
where without its concurrence, then they have no infallt- 
ble Judge, it being 115 years ſi1ce they had a Gene- 
ral Council, -and *tis like to be much longer betore an- 
other comes. 

I need not enlarge on their other Differences, either 
the ancienter © ontelts concerning the Im naculate Con- 
ception of the B. Virgin, which were not only ſuppor- 
re by ordinary Realonings, bat by Pretences to Vili- 
ons and Revelations ; and rhe latter Contelts, that are 
yet depending at the Court of Roxz?, concerning the 
Morals of the Jeſuits, and other modern Caſuiſts: All 
theſe ſhew the Varietics among them in Matters of 
Doctrine. 

Thoſe who have Travelled among them,and narrowly 
obſcrv'd their Culſto.ns,ſee that there are no {mall Diver- 
ſities in the Rites an Forms of their worſhip. Every 
Nation, andevery Religious Order, has ſom: Rites that 
are peculiar to then; and rho? the Roma Ohce is now 


- uſed moſt commonly, yet as the 4n:broſir2 continncd long 


at Millin, and the Mozarabick in ſome parts of $9.1: ; 
ſo here in Ea21:ad, the Soathern parts followed the Uſe 
of $1r-9; the Northern, the Uleof Tort; South-r ales, 
the Uſe of H-reford ; and North-Halrs, the Ute of Ban: 
oor ; befides a peculiar Ule that Lizcolz had for that large 
Diocels. All which ſhew how willing they were to 
knit a'l People to their Communion, indulging them 
{5ne peculiar Rites, either different from, or added to 

the 


a- the reſt, So well have they ſtudied the Policy of keep- 
{ay ing their whole ftrength united together, againſt thoſe 
ny they call Hereticks, and their common Enemies ; tho?.. 
ey they have not been ableto bring all their Votaries toan, 
ea Umformity, either in Points of Doctrine, or the Forms . 
10- of Worſhip. | | 
fal- | They have no leſs induſtriouſly blown uponand im: ; 
no proved all the Difterences among the Reformed, to break 
wo them among themſelves. - Could fo ſmall a matter; as 
ne- the Difference about the Preſence of Chriſt ih the Sacra- 
an- ment, (which was only a ſpeculative , art, ſince their 
Worſhip did not difter, ) have fo divided the Lutheran 
her and Helwvetzan Churches, if ſome ſecret Ptatices of : 
0- theirs had not wrought on the Weakneſs and Paſſions of 
DOT - {ome angry Men ? The Papifts ſaw this as well on the 
/ili- one Þand, as the Princes and ſoberer Divines perceived 
are iron the other. At one Publick Conference, appointed —— 
the by the Diet of the Empire, between Papiſts and Prote- —_ ib. 6. 
All ftants, for ſerling Religion, the Papi?s knowing their 4mo 1557. 
of weak Side, and defirous tothrow a Bone among them, 
propoſed , that they ſhould firſt ”= to condemn the 
"ly Helvetians. Melanithon perceived what this aimed at,and 
VC -« {o ſtudied to divert it, but other peeviſi Divines grew 
very ſo hot about it, that they broke up the Meeting, to the 
that no ſmall joy of the Popiſh Party. 
now How far they may have pr.Qiſed among us to inflare 
long cur T ifferences, I ſhall not derermine, but Iam ſure 
RY there is ncthing wecan poffibly contrive, more both to 
; Ule their Advantage and SatisfaCtion, than this is. The Hea- 
vales, then Philoſophers had different Schools, but worſhip- 
F Ban- ped in the ſame Temples. The Primitive Chriſtians 
large differed in many Cuſtoms, both about the Obſfer vati- 
Te tO on of Eafter and Lext, with many other various Rites ; 
them but they never broke the Bond of Peace and Perfcion, 
ed to the Unity of the Church, = the Biſhops of Roxre be- 
the | 
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gan to ay their Yoke upon the other Churches. Tr 
were 2 great happineſs to be exactly of the ſame mind : 
and ſuch asdiffer from the Publick Conſtitution, ought 
certainly to' examine; the ground of theſe Differences, 
withcalm ant apiGadiced minds : And to pronounce 
my .own opinion freely, and withoyr reſerves, I am 
very confident if that were done, with the Care and 
Application that is requiſite, the' Trurh would ſoon ap- 
pear to be of our Church's (ide : and if there be yet any 
DefeXs in olir Conſtitution; or any thing that requires 
Amendment or Improvement ; as no doubt, none ever 
was fince the Apoſtles days that needed it not ; then 
let ckar Reaſon; and calm, but ſteady Endeavours be 
uſed for. compleating or ordering what is wanting or 
amiſs among us ; which his late Glorious Majeſty ofer- 
ed to redreſs, for ſetling this Church. And it will ſeem 
ftrange, if any who glory ſo much, anJ fo juſtly, in 
the Honour the Church received by fo great a Teti- 
mony, as his Martyrdom gave it , ſhould not follow 
thoſe Thoughts, which He, after a long courſe of Suffer. 
ings, and Sep and devout ſtudy about them; had ta- 
ken up; a du2 differeace being made between the 
things that he oFered incompliance tothe heat of that 
time, and the more retired Refleftions himſelf had, 

But if ſo greata Happineſs, as a compleat Unity can- 
not be attained to, let us; at leaſt, lay aſide our Unna- 
taral, Unchriſtian, and-unpolitick Animoſities ; conde- 
{cending to the Infirmities of the Weak, aad pitying them 
rather than inſulting over them : Let ſuch mutual al- 
lowances be given as Humane Infirmity, the weakneſs 
of many mens Reaſons, the ſtren.th of their Paſſions, 
and the force of Prejudice and Education require. And 
if we will ſo order our Zeal, that its firſt and chief O 
ration be on our ſelves, reforming our lives, and purify- 


iggour Hearts, and then apply it proportionably to other 
things, 
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things, giving to-every pair of Religion ſucha ſhare of 
itas the importance of t 
deal of our heat would be ſoon allayed. 


thing requires; then a great 


But to ſpeak plainly.; Is it a Chriftian Zeal to diſſe. 


.minare Lies and Scandals.? To expoſe men that thave 
deſerved highly, tor ſome ſuppoſed Miſtakes.? Theſe 


thangs . ought not ſo to be. 1f thoſe that run abour 
with the greateſt vio'ence, blowing on ſuch ſparks , 
would examine themſelves, as in the preſence of Gad, 


- what is.the ſecret cauſe or ſpring of all their iMotions, 


I am ſure much of 'it wi | be found to flow.from bitter 


Envy and Strife, wbich bring on Confuſion and every evil Jam 315,17. 


wark : and wot from the Wiſdom that is from abave, and 
i firſt pure aud then peaceable , and eaſie to'be entreated. 


And as we ought in meekneſs inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe 2 Tim. 2. 25, 


themſelves ; 1o others [1iould not expreſs too great unea- 
{ineſs at theinſtructions we ofer them. 
If we will refle& on the high value our Saviour ſet 


on our loving one another , that thereby alt wer ſhould 71b. 13. 35 


know that we are his Diſciples, 1t would ſoon change our 
Temper; fo that being aſhamed of our former Con- 
teſts, if we could not of a ſudden come to think the 
{amethings;. yetthe ſame Spirit of. Meekneſs, Humility 
and Charity dwelling inus, we ſhould ſoon grow up into 
one Body : from which we are not kept, ſo much by the 
Difterences themſelves that we diſpute about, as by that 
Alienation of Mind, which hath ſo violently rent us from 
one another, And this makes that. for all the Evils 
which we have either felt, or doſtill fear, inſtead of ac- 
cuſing or condemning our ſelves, we lay the blame whol- 
ly upon others. The City blames the Country, and the 
Country. the City : We of the Church blame thole: of 
the Separation, and they of the Separation blame vs of the 
Church: But alas ! who look intotheir own Conſciences, 


and humble the 1 ſelves before God ! 
D 2 This 
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This Evil is of the Lord, therefore let us turn to 


him with our whole Heart : and we ſhall certainly feel, 
rhat asa ſpirit oftrue and real Holineſs riſes inus, we 
ſhall grow above theſe Contelts tor ſmall matters. For 
God ſeems to puniſh us with this diviſion of Language 
and Heart , as he did the Builders of Babe/, for our 
other ſins ; fince without a ſtroke trom Heaven , a com- 
mon meaſure of Infaruation could not carry this fo 
far. 

And now Igo to the next particular charged by the 
Prophet: on thele Tribes, wherein they had not return- 
ed unto the Lord : That was Luxury, They had re- 
built their Houſes, furniſhed them gloriouſly, and ſur- 
teited themſelves with their Plenty : which they abuſed 
by their excellive Intemperance, both 1n eating, drink- 
ing, and in other Jollities ; being inſenſible of the 
Tudgements of God, that had either fallen on them, or 
were hanging over them. And in this, how parallel 
are our {ins totheirs ? This City 1s rebuilt with an in- 
creaſe of Luxury, as well as Order and Beauty : How 
many do cxceed their Rank and Condition, the many 
Breakings do too maniteſtly declare : few are content- 
ed to live inthat moderate Frug :lity and Decency tltat 
their Anceſtors uſed ; and complain of want and de- 
cay of Trade , becauſe their comes not in enough to 
{apply their Vanities, or to ſervetheir Luxury, The In- 
temperance that abounds 1s too notorious to be much 
infifted on, as if thoſe Liquors which God hath bleſ- 
{cd us with, for refreſhing and reftoring our Spirits, 
were to be uled either for the inflaming of our Luſts, 
the depreſſing our Reaſons, impairing our Healths, and 
the profuſe waſting of our Time and Eſtates. Inventi- 
ons allo muſt be fallen on for the decent forcing others 
to the like Exceſles, by ſetting Healths about. A pra- 
etice ſo ridiculonſly Brutal, that it werea loſs of words 
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to'go- to expole it : Hereby-. men are not. ſatisfied to 
Gratifie their own Intemperance, but moſt lay ſnares 
tor others. And how ſtudiouſly do theſe Agents for 
Vice, endeavour to corrupt all that are ſo unhappy 
as to fall 1a their ill Company ; training them on by 
degrecs, till they have raiſed them to the like. pitch of 
Impiety with themſelves. To this is joyned the Ex- 
cels and Curiolity of Entertainments, which has been 
long accounted one of the ſpecial Vices of this City. 
Our Bodies when _—_ in the moſt moderate 
manner ,. and kept down with Exerciſe, yet are apt 
enough- to raiſe 'many Temptations in' us : which we 
ought not to cheriſh, by laying in a too plentiful pro- 
vition for -the Fleſh, with its Lutts and AﬀeRtions. 
When People give themſelves up to all the incentives 


to Luſt, and by Jollities, Muſick, Balls, Drinking and . 


Feaſting, have laid themſelves out to lo many Tempta- 
tions, and prepared ſo much fewel within for theſe im- 

ure Flames to work on ; 1t 1s no wonder that all ex- 
ceſs of Riot and wantonneſs ſhoald follow ſuch Difor- 
ders. The Indecencies of both Sexes going to Ta- 
verns, the corruption of a- defiled Stage , the groſs Li- 
berties which many take, have now run us into/ſuch a 
mire of Filth and Senſualicy, that it is ſcarce decent to 
rake in that kennel : and to ſpeak of the things that 
are done, alas, not in ſecret, bit in the fight of the 
Sun ; Shall not God viſit for th:ſe things? Have we yet 
returned unto him? or do we not go on to dare Hea- 
ven, and work all manner of Abo:minations with gree- 
dineſls. And while ſuch Vices abound, and {6 many 
Judgements hang over us, who is betaking himſelf to 
Faſting and Prayer ? who hath cut of any of his for- 
mer Exceſles, or is accuſing himſelf ? Sin and Lewdneſs 
are ſtill growing, and its ike will go on, till, as the 
Prophet threatens, G24 ſh.u! make your S1z to go dova 
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at Noon, und warken: the. Earth jn the xlear day. Paetical 
Expreſſions. for unlook?d for Milertes. Ther be will, turn 
your 'Peaſts unto mourning ., avd all your Songs unto L1- 
mzntations-: and inftead of the vanities of your Appa- 
rel, and-the:coftly dreſſes on your . Heads, will bring 
Satkeloth 0n all your loyns ,' and baldn?{s on all your heads, 
and make' your mourning to be like the mourning of an only 
The third thing for which the Prophet acenſes the-ten 
Tribes, is, that which Luxury. muſt ;carry -with it, 
-to. fa port it; . their Iajuftice; and - Opprefſion., Aman 
'that foods profuſely on-himdelt, as he diſables; airmſelf 
trom giving the Poor ſuch. a ſhare of. his Wealth-as;he 
ought.to do ;; fo he grows unable _ to «perform thoſe 
{trier Duties of Juſtice and Equity -to; his Neighbours 


. with whom he deals. Men that will ive high, muſt 


maintain it by:all -poſſible means : If thecheating, eyen 
a Friend , the Sophilticating corrupted Godds, the de- 
frauding Creditors ,: by covering.one with : ſome Pro- 
tetion, or pretending he breaks, to force Abatements of 
juſt Debts, or perhaps the profuſe waſting both his 
own Stock , ll the Stocks with which others have 


truſted him , become neceſlary to furniſh out his Lu- 


xury. and Vanity, he ſticks at none of them. T do-not 
doubt but the Regulations made: in this great City are 
as exact and well conſidered . as in any ſuch. City 
in the World ; but as long as the high way of 11- 
ving continues, many unrighteous _ mult be in- 
vented for defraying that Expence. Juſtice and Kigh- 
teouſneſs' are among the firſt Elements of Virtue , 
which Nature does a early teach all men ; and are ſo 
neceliary to the Peace and Goverament of the World , 
that we do very impudently pretend to the high things 
of Religion, if we have not begun with theſe, whicl 
are the lowelt {teps to it. It Trade 1s carried on by 

Lying, 
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Lying, Cheating, RE ; Extortion, and un- 
regulated Uſury , can a Bleſhng be expeRted from 


Heaven, on Wealth ſo acquired ? If men make #hezr g cs, 6, 3,v. 
Weights ſma!l, and falſifie their Balances by Deceit , ſo 


that they ſell the Poor breal,. ſhall God forget theſe. things ? 
ſhall not the Land tremble for this, and every ons mourn 
that dwelleth therein ? If the Myſterie of ſome Trades 
conſiſts inthe Cheats of them; if Retailing is manag'd 
by lying; if Debts are paid by couſenage and fraud ;, if 
Bargains are madeafter too much W ine hathnumbed or 
overheated the Spirits of the one Party, of which the 


other takes the advantage; if men have ever ſo much - 
wealth and cunning both in acquiring and preſerving. . 
it; yet according: to the Prophetical expreſſions in 
the Ninth Chapter, Though they dig unto Hell God will g th, 2, 3, vere. 


take them thence, and though they climb up unto Heaven he 
will bring them down, though they hide themſelves on the 
tops of Mountains, he will ſearch and take them out from 
thence, and if they ſhould lie as cloſe as in the Bottom of the 
Sea, he-will command. a Serpent to bite thew, In theſe 
Points we ought on ſuch dayes of Humiliation, if we 
intend not to add the Mockery of theſe t9 our other 


Sins , to examine our ſelves, as 1n the Preſence of God, . 


and ſee whether we have either departed from our old 
Sins, or inſtead of doing that,, do not only continue 


in them, but contract new Guilt. If we will-break the - 
Yokes of OppreThon and Injuſtice, it we conyert whar : 
formerly went to our Luxury and Vanity.,.and apply | 

ad 


it to the Neceſſity of our poor Brethren; and-ifi 


of theſe Forms (in the repeating which: we have too - 
long placed all our Religion) and of our bitter Heats, 
we do follow Peace with all men, and Holineſs, without 


which no man (hall ſee the Lord.:. then when we pray to 
him, he will hear our Prayers , o»r Light ſhatl ſhine out 
under all that Darknels, that- now covers us; God. {ball 


guide 
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at Noon, und warken: the. Earth in the xlear. dey. Pagtical 
Expreſſions. for unlook?d for Milertes. Ther be will, turn 
your 'Feaſts wubto mourning ., avd all your Songs unto L1- 
mzntations: /and-inftead of the vanities of your Appa- 
rel; and-the:coftly dreſſes on your Heads, will bring 
Satkeloth 07 all your loyns ,' and baldn?fs on all your heads, 
and make' your mourning to be like the mourning of an only 
The third thing for which the Prophet aceuſes the-ten 
Tribes, is, that which Luxury. muſt ;carry -with 1t, 
-to. ſapport it:; _their [zju/fice/ and  Oppreſſoy.,  A:man 
'that foends: profuſely on-himelt, as he: diſables; aimſelf 
trom' giving the Poor ſuch. a ſhare of. his Wealth-as;he 
ought.to do; ſo he grows unable to perform thoſe 
#tricer Duties of Juſtice and Equity to; his Neighbours 
. with whom he deals. Men that will ive high., muſt 
maintain it by:all poſſible means : If thecheating, eyen 
a Friend , the Sophilticating :corrtupted Godds, the -de- 
frauding Creditors , : by covering. one with . fome Pro- 
teQion, or pretending he breaks, to force Abatements of 
juſt Debts, . or perhaps the profuſe waſting both his 
own Stock, an the Stocks with which orhers have 
-truſted him , become neceſſary to furniſh out his Lu- 
xury and Vanity, he ſticks at none of them. T do not 
doubt but the Regulations made.in this great City are 
as exat and well conſidered as in em ſuch. City 
in the World ; but as long as the high way of li- 
ving continues, many unrighteous _ muſt be in- 
vented for defraying that Expence. Juſtice and RKigh- 
teouſneſs' are among the firſt Elements of Virtue , 
which Nature does ſo early tcach all men ; and are fo 
necel/ary to the Peace and Goverament of the World , 
that we do very impudently pretend to the high things 
of Religion, if we have not begun with theſe, whicl 
are the lowelt ſteps to it. It Trade 1s carried on by 
, Lying, 
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Lying, Cheating, yoporeng ys Extortion, and un- 
regulated Uſury , can a Bleſhng be expeRted from 
Heaven, on Wealth ſo acquired ? If men make #hezr g h:s, 6, 8. 
Weights ſma'l, and falſifie their Balances by Deceit , ſo | 
that they ſell the Poor breai,. ſhall God forget theſe: things ? 
ſhall not the Land tremble for this, and every one mourn 
that dwelleth therein ? It the Myſterie of ſome Trades 
conſiſts in the Cheats of them ; if Retailing is manag'd | 
by lying; if Debts are paid by couſenage and fraud ;, if 
Bargains are madeafter too much W ine hathnumbed or 
overheated the Spirits of the one Party, of which the . | 
other takes the advantage; if men have ever ſo much - 
wealth and cunning both in acquiring and preſerving. . 
it; yet according: to the Prophetical expreſſions in 
the Ninth Chapter, Though they dig unto Hell God will g th, 2,3, ver-'. | 
take them thence, and though they climb up unto Heaven he | 
will brinz them down, though they hide themſelves on the | 
rops of Mountains , he will ſearch and take them out from 
thence, and if they ſhould lie as cloſe as in the Bottom of the 
Sea, he-will command. a Serpent to bite thew, In theſe 
Points we ought on ſuch dayes of Humiliation, if we 
intend not to add the Mockery of theſe t9 our other 
Sins , to examine our ſelves, as 1n the Preſence of God, 
and ſee whether we have either departed from our old 
Sins, or inſtead of doing that,, do'not only continue | 
in them, but contract new Guilt... If we will-break the - | 
Yokes of Oppreſhonand Injuſtice, if we conyert whar : 
formerly went to our Luxury and Vanity.,.and apply . ]- 
it to the Neceſſity of our poor Brethren; and if intra 
of theſe Forms (in the repeating which- we have too - 
long placed all our Religion) and of our bitter Heats, . 
we do follow Peace with all men, and Holineſs, without 
which no man (hall ſee the Lord.:. then when we pray to 
him, he will hear our Prayers, owr Light ſhatl ſhine out 
under all that Darknels, that- now covers us; God. ſhall 
guiae » 


24 . .4 SE RMON Preached 
oide ts continually, ard /o fatisfie our Souls, that we ſhall de- 


liaht our felves in him and his Service, 

But if we will {till continue in'our Sins, and fatisfic 
our felves with ſo ſlight a way of ſerving God, then 
we may look for cither the like, or heavier [Judgments : 


fore thus will I d7 unto th:e, All the CorreCStions that God 
layes on us, are to amend us, bur if theſe prevail not, 
then other ſeverer mezans mult be uſed for the fame 
end, more ſearching Medicines when gentler ones can- 
not raiſe or carry off the Humours ; and in Conclu- 
{ion, God often makes thoſe Nations on whom he had 
beſtowed the moſt diſcriminating Marks of his Favour, 
the moſt publick Inſtances of his Juſtice, as he did the 
News of 0d, for the:r Idolatry, anJ the Rowan Emprre, 
after they had ſo ſtrangely corrupted the Chriſtian Re- 
lIigion: more Ggnal judgements being perhaps th: only 
Means left to work on ſome, whom indulgent Proyi- 
dences do not prevail with; who indeed can be awa- 


the Government of the World, the Methods of divine 
Providence 'are ſo myſterious, that 1t very ill becomes 
us, to take on us to judge how things ſhall fall out ; yer 
ſince $7/0m922 has oblerved that there is nothing new 
Lf. 1.9, under 'the Sun, and' by what has been, we may coltet 
what may -be-; there are two things threatned by this 
Prophet';j-a Famine, not of Bread, nor a Thirſt for Water, 
8 <. 11,12. byt of h#rins the Word of th: Lord: fo that they ſhould 
wander from Sea to $24, ani run to ani froto ſeek it, but 
9 ch.g. ſhould not findit. The other was, that they ſhould go unto 
Captivity before their Enemies, wh:re God (hould command 
the Sword that it ſhould flay them, an4h: would ſet his Eyes 
on th:m for Evil and n2! for Goz4 Tt 1s worth our 
time to conſider what we may expett either of theſe 


wayes. 
As 


which is the third thing I propoſed to ſpeak to ; There- - 


- kened by nothing, - but Thunder an1 Lightning. In ' 


before the Lord-Mayor, Septemb. 2. 1 680; 


As for a Famine of the Word-of the Lord, whether 
it ſhall come upon us, from that Religion which open- 
ly profeſſes its Deſign to be to take the Scripture out 
of the hands of the People, or from any other hand ; 
we have Reaſon enough to look for it, when we con- 
tider how horridly we have neglefted and abuſgd it. 
The greateſt part never trouble themſelves about jt , 
and, perhaps, fince their firſt Education and Child-hood, 
have never looked on it; others have read it, and fix- 
ed it more carefully in their Memories, but rather that 
by talking in that Stile, they may conceal. their Villa- 
mes; and by the Miſappltcation of it, excuſe their Er- 


rors and Faults : but how few read it with a plain Sim- 


plicity of mind, to receive InſtruQtion and Light from 


| it, and to kindle greater Warmth of Aﬀection in them, 


from the many excellent Paſſages in it : which, what 
Effect ſoever they. may have .on vulgarReaders, are, to 
thoſe that read them, with a well-diſpoſed Mind, ſtrong 
and ſharp as a two-edged Sword, It cannot be denyed, 
but Religion, among us, has loſt muchof its. Force and 
Authority.z and many, ſ{ceing thorough the Hypocrifie 
of one ſort, andthe Formality of another, have come 
to imagine, that there is.nothing in it but ejcher Cu- 
tom or Iatereft, And I wiſh the great Scandals that 
our Conteſts have given.to all men of clear and diſen. 
gaged Reaſons, may not have occaſioned or .encreaſed 
this in :a great Meaſure. Univerſally the Goſpel is 
preached and heard without that Senſe, which a thing 
of ſach high Conſequence deſerves ; for certainly, it 
maſt be acknowledged , that either Chriſtianity is a 
Contrivance or Dream, or that it is the moſt im 

thing in the Wor!d. How far other Accidents may. de- 
prive us of this,. of which the Force and E-Hicacy is, ina 
great part, gone, we do not know ; whether down- 
right Atheiſm, or:the 21 of all revealed RE 
> - wine 
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which has got ſuch footing among us; or other extra- 
vagant Conceits of extirpating a Goſpel-Miniſtry, as the 
decenteſt Introduction to thele, may not bring us within 
this Curſe, I ſhall not play the Diviner : but the great rage 
by which many endeavour to make the Clergy hatetil 
and contemptible , wich a Concurrence of ſome other 
things, ſeens to give jult Apprehenſions, that we may 
live yet to ſee fuch dayes. 

I confeſs, on the other hand, the Appearances ſeem 
more probable and threatning, that we jhall be brought 
under the Tyrannie of that Church, that can never hope 
to advance bh Intereſts, but by ſuppreTing this Light, 
by prohibiting the Scriptures, and perlwading the 
World to deliver up rheir Faith and Conſcience to the 
keeping and governing of their Prieſts ; for who can 
go over to them, till his Mind is ſo loadel with Prejit- 
judices, that he darcs not ule his Underſtanding and Rea- 
ſon ? Can any man b:licve that a Biſhop , choſen with 
all*the craft and intrigue that can be uſed among the 
cunningelt Stateſmen in the World, ſhould be p:eſent- 
ly the Head of the Charch , the Univerſal Paſtor , 
St. Peter's Succeſſor, and the Supream Judge of all Con- 
troverſies? who though he underſtand no Divinity, and 
yractiſes as little Morality, yet mult dzcide all Contro- 
verſies of Religion ; and that in his Seatence all muſt 
acquicſce. He that can believe this, is well enough pre- 
pared to go over to then , and to believe the only 
thing I know, winch is more incredible ; that a Priett, 
by vertue of a Charater given him , which is every 
whit as unintelliglb!e as this great EffeCt of it, can, by 
pronouncing of tive words , make a piece of Bread and 
a little Wine, become the whole and entire Subſtance 
of the Body and:Blood of Chriſt ; fo thit it is all in 
every crumb and dropof it. Theſe arethings co which 
men muſt be. long and-well prepared, bsfore they can 


think 
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think they believe them : for it may be juſtly made 2 
Q.eſtion , Whether they do, or indeed can believe 
then ? This Religion muſt of neceſlity, for its own 
lupport, extinguiſh the Light of the Scriptures : in 
which, the part that came more immediately, than any 
other, from God himfclt, has not eſcaped their Expur- 
gation : I mcan, the ten Commandments ; of which, 
the £ccond, one of the fulleſt 2nd moſt copious of 
them, is le!t out of their Catechiſms ; becauſe it muſt 
have cleanſed the Churches of I:'nages, andyche many 
other Monuments ot Idolatry, with whicWWhey have 
defiled it. And in the New/Teſtament, that part of ir 
on which they have built moſt, is yer ſo contrary to 
one of their Devices, that it was fit for them not to let 
the People underſtand it. I mean the Inſtitution of 
the Euchariſt, in which Chriſt ſaid , Drizk ye all of this, 
when he gave his Diſciples the Cup. They had alſo 
ma:'e therr Worſhip ſo ridiculous, by the many ſtrange 
Legends read on the Saints dayes, to which both the 
Collets and Anthems for theſe O'Eces do relate, that 
it had been hard to have brought the People to hear 
theſe things gravely : Thercfore it was very fit, for theſe 
ends, to have their Worſhip in an unknown Tongue : 
though St. Pa./ has written ſo copiouſly oa that Sub- 
ject, rhat it 1s not .cafie troimagine how their minds are 
compoled , who believe that he was inſpir'd , and yet 
approve of a Worſhip, in a Language not un:erſtood 
by the Peoplc. 

Burt after all theſe Corruptions of theirs, why ſhould 
we not think it reaſonable to believe, that ſince we 
have given our ſelves up to ſome of the worſt Effects 
of Popery , God ſhould abandon us fo far, as to ſuffer 
us to come again under that yoke , trom which, by .a 
mighty hand, he eeliveredour Fathers? While we wor- 
ſhip him mcerly out of Form, what diterence is there be- 
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tween tliut and the zelliz7 of Beads ? If we think a looſe 
Life may, by a few touches of Sorrow, be fo expiated, 


' that theſe ſhall carry us to Heaven, is not this almoſt 


as bad as to believe Artrition is ſufficient to Salvation ? 
If we think our coming to Church, or Sacrament, wall 
ſave us, is it not as bad as their Ops operatum ? It we 
blindly deliver our ſelves up to a Party, and follow all 
its Intereſts, what better 15 this than their Implicit Obe- 
dience ? and if we allow or felves in that rage and vt- 
alence, hich many carry on their Opinions, ſeck- 
ing the of all who differ from them, and ſpare no 
Methods , how falſe or cruel ſoever they bz ; This is 
not far from their Extirpating of Hereticts , and ſaying, 
there is no Faith to be kept to th:m, If by theſe and miny 
more particulars, we examine how much the Spirit of 
Popery doth. ſtill leaven us , many of theſe who ſeem 
moſt heartily oppoſite ro it, will be found deeply tintu. 
red withit:: And if we are ſecretly corrupted with ſome 
of the worſt Principles of that Religion before we are 
aware of it; the other parts will more eaſily follow. Our 
Doftrine and Worſhip are Reformed : That we owe to 
the laſt Age, and to our Educattons : But if our Hearts 
and Lives are vitiated by the fame ill Principles, under 
another diſguiſe, it-will not be ſo great a Leap as ſome 
men imagine to-get over that Gulf. 

Here 1s one danger before us: it 15 a preat one in- 
dced, and: perhaps the yery Methods ſome may uſe to 
ſecure us from it, may precipitate us headlong unto it. 
Caiaph.zs adviſed the Jews to kill' our Saviour, fearing 
that upon his. pretending to be a King, the Roms 
might come and take that place; But this did ſo pro- 
yoke God, that what they feared, came upon them : 
ſo whether ſome by omebcatinr their Zeal and Fer- 
vour, may not overthrow a Church, which has been, 
eyer ſince. the Reformation began , the greateſt Buk 


wark. 
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| wark againſt Popery, and drive things much furtlier 
than at preſent they intend or imagine, Ileaveit tothe | 
| thoughts of wiſer men, 
l; The other thing thre tned by the Prophet, 1s, their be- 
ing led unto Caprivity, and given upto the Sword. Our 
preſent Wealthand plenty,the Situation of our Countrey, 
| the ſtrength of our Fleets, and the natural Bravery of the 
| Nation, may ſeem perhaps to raiſe us beyond the tear of p 
it : Exeland never having been higher in Trade, our 
Plantations never ſtronger and better Peopled, our 
Dominions never more extended and our Shipping go- 
| ing from under one end of Heaven to another. But 
alas.! if God blaſt our publick Councils, and ſtrike us 
; at home with ſuch a Diviſion of Heart, that we cannot 
| agree in things that are neceſſary for common Safety ; 


all our wealth makes us buta more inviting Prey, either 

for a Tyre or Sidox, that may be near us, who would 

gladly carry our Trade from 1is ; or for a great Conque- 

rour that hovers over any of his Neighbours, to ſpye from 

whence he can receive an Addition to his Empire and 

Glory. And if God intends to give us up to Captivity, 

| he will take away the Heart from our Counſellors, and 
| Spirit and Courage from our Armies and Fleets ; as the 
Prophets threatncd the 1/-ae/ites often, that thoſe to 

whom God was to deliver them up, ſhould come upon 
| them with ſo unreſiſtable a Force, and meet with ſo 
| faint an Oppoſition , that they ſhould eafily fall into 
| their hands. | 
There is nothing in which the overruling Force of 
divine Providence, ſhews it ſelf more thanin the riſing 
and falling of Empires; in which we find often, great 
Kingdoms ſubdued by a fmall Force, while the one 
were elevated with more than ordinary Courage, and the 
other ſide, by a Series of odd Accidents, as much depreſ- 
{ed : ſo that vaſt Treaſures and great Armies have melt- 
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cd to nothing ; and ſometimes without any viſible 
Fault in the Conduct ; where no rational Account can 
be given, but that Heaven was on the one ſide. If God 
i5againlt us, he needs no Inſtruments to chaſtiſe us 
wich , he caneither by binding or opening the Clour's 
or Wings of Heaven, blalt all the Fruits of our Indu- 
itry or Trade : he can bring out of the Duſt of the 
Earth, Swarms of Vermine to plague us ; he can dif- 
charge his Arrows, and again ſend the Plague or a Fire 
among us, or ſo give us up to Madneſs and Diſorder, 
that ve ſhall again fall in unnatural Wars at home, and 

deſtroy one another, q 
Some of theſe Dangers are not ſo remote, as to be 
look'd upon as the dark Dreams of melancholy men, 
or the Speculations of a diſt:rbcd Fancy ; what has been 
may be, and is, perhaps, nearer than we imagine, I 
ſhall not encreaſe your Horror at the Return of ſuch 
things, by a pompous and tragical Peſcription of 
them ; you need but reflect on what you have ſeen 
and known of many of them : and what if theſe ſhall 
return upon us again ? What it this fruitful and 
peaceable Land, be again made a Field of Blood, and 
be wate ed on both ſides, by the Blood of Exz//{h- 
ze, Brother fighting againſt Prother, till being thus 
weakned at home , we become an eafte Acquilition, 
to thoſe who long for ſuch a Breach among our ſelves? 
And. does not the Proſpe& of theſe things attet us ? 
What remains then, but that I conclude with the 
fourth particular ,' of which I propoſed to ſpeak, that 
our turning to God, is that which only can prevent thoſe 
Tudements that we cannot reſiſt. There is no Counſel nor 
Divination 'againſt God,. he makes the Diviners mad , 
2nd brings the Counſels of the Heathen. to nothing ; he 
makes the Devices of the people, of none effelt : we 
can neither withſtand his Power, detcat his Wiſdom, 
nor 
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nor eſcape his hand ; we can only humble our ſelves be- 


fore hin, and turn to him with our who'e Hearts; and 


thereby avert all that ſtorm of heavy Wrath, that is rea- 
dy to burſt out upon us. If there werea general turn- 
ing from the evil of our ways, from the In:emperance, 
Unc'eannels, Injuſtice, and Impictizs, that have fo long 
prevailed among us ; then how ſoon would all theſe 
dreadful Sympromes of God's Diſplealure fall oF? Upon 
the Repentance of Vizeveh, thole Judgments which were 
ſo near, that the ſhort period of forty days were pre- 
fixed to them, were put ot to a longer time: The ex- 
ternal , but feigned Humiliation of 4ab, procured to 
him a Reprieve of that Sentence the Pooviee had de- 
nounced. So if there were but a cellation fron theſe 
horrid Impicties by which God is fo highly diſhonour- 
ed, and of thoſe publick and avowed Vices which no 
Chriſtian Nation practiſes now more openly than we 
do ; and which have, in a great meaſure, taken our Spi- 


rit and Senſe fron us; we might hope for a longer - 


continuance of that Tranquillity, which we ſtill enjoy. 
But if no warnings will prevail, if neither paſt Calami- 


tics, nor threatened Miſeries, nor the ſenſe which ſome, | 


who have gone inthe ſame exce/s of Riot, have cxpreſ- 
ſed of it when they were near Death, will work on a 
wicked generation, it ſcems ſuch are already under 
that Curſe given in Commiſſion to Eſ1/as, Mike the Heart 
of this People fat, and make th-ir Ears heavy, and(nut their 
Eyes ; teſt they fre with their Eyes and hear with their Ears , 
and underſtand with their hearts, and convert ana be heated : 
and that thisſhall laſt cill 15: Cities be wiſted without Inhabi- 
rants,the Ho:ſi's without menand the Land be utterly d folate. 
Words exprefTing the highelt Indignation poſſible againſt 
{ch Sinners, who had long abuſed the Patience of God, 
and had mocked him, by drawing near to him with their 
Lips, whentheir hearts. were far fro: lum, Y 
ut 
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_ Butif the greateſt pare will ſtill go on in their Sins, 
till they periſh by them; yet if there were bur a ſmall 
number that would ſerioully ſer themſelves to turn to 
God, by Prayer, Faſtings, Supplications, ani engagin 
in a courſe of {tritand fervent Devotion, and JS 
in that Breach which our ſins and Diviſions have open- 
ed; and inſtead of looking after News, or potting 
much fro:n Humane Councils, till Gods Anger were a 
ſed, would cry mightily to him ; theſe inch be che 
appy Preſervers and UVeliverers of their Countrey, at 
leaſt from preſent Danger. Or if the Sins of Exz/:nd 
are ſuch, that God will not be entreated, even of thele, 
but will giveluch evidences of his Diſpleaſure, that all 
{hall ſay, /erily there is a God that Judzes in the Earth, 
et fuch mourners ſhall not loſe their labour : their 
Tears and Prayers ſhall return upon themſelyes; they 
{hall at the Ieaft have their own Soyls for -a prey, and 
may be bleſſed Inſtruments of gai inns ſome je y about 
them; who, though they may be jnvolved'in rhe-com- 
mon Calamity, yet ſhall find Mer&f/ in-the'day of the ' 
Lord, God grant there, may be many ſuch among us 
chap. $+v-1t- and that for their fakes, hb: my raiſe up the Tabernacle 
of his Anointed, an4. cloſe up the breaches of it, andbuild 
it -up 4s in th: forms tim?s : and lo eſtabliſh us in this 
good Land, which he hath given us, that we may (till 
enjoy. the Bleſſngs of his pure Religion and holy word, 
with th: continuance of qur Peace and Plenty : and 
that it Evil bz determined to come upon the Land , 
tat we May -not ce it, but may be gathered ro our 
Fathers in Peace, © To-Gol the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy G!iwit, 5: all Honour and Glory, for ever 
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